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«Bildung is what remains after

you have forgotten everything

you have learnt»

- Ellen Key (1900s)

(see Ellen Key and the

concept of Bildung

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/279957789_Ellen_Key_and_the_concept_of_Bildung


Bildung is not about testing recall

in an exam setting, not the power

of making an argument or solving

an equation

If the French talk of Bourdieu´s

social and cultural capital –

Norwegians talk of the bildung as 

the experience of education
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Helse

In 1977, cultural historian

Wolfgang Schivelbusch

described how the

railway revolution of the

19th century changed

our perception of

distance through an 

"annihilation of time and 

space."

For me, Bildung is a mindset we carry with us after we

have forgotten everything – I draw my inspiration from 

Schivelbusch who talked of changing perceptions



Schivelbusch blamed train travel 

and carriages on the death of 

conversation (and possibly 

every technology since has 

been accused of the same!)
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Coffee was adopted by  

Protestant capitalists: It 

supported “a (sober) body 

which functioned in accord 

with the new demands – a 

rationalistic, middle-class, 

forward-looking body.”

Schivelbusch wrote another book about the cultural history

of tea, coffee, spices...stimulants and intoxicants – and 

how it changed our mindsets and bildung



Schivelbuschvvvv

- we have only scratched the

surface of how much AI changes

our perceptions of learning and 

teaching



What happens when the AI is an AI influencer looking like us and talking us...but an algorithm?

Traditionally, it has been exclusively people or 

groups of people (spiritual leaders and 

scientists) and man-made institutions

(churches and universities) that have had the

status of knowledge authorities.

What happens when we are

confronted by «AI influencers» 

that look like us but are

algorithms and we regard them

as authorities?



What then is the role of the

teacher and learner in the age 

of AI? 

Have our perceptions and 

mindset caught up with the

changes brought about by AI?



Lifelong learning is based upon the premise

of humans accruing bildung across the course

of their life

...back to bildung and its conditions in new

times

Schivelbusch might say it is too early? 


