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Dialectic as an ‘Aristotelian’ Teaching Method 
 
In recent years, scholars have revived Aristotle’s pedagogical principles (see, 
e.g., Kristjánsson 2015), especially within the broader context of character 
education (Miller 2017). A renewed interest in Aristotle’s virtue ethics, spurred 
by the work of philosophers such as R. McIntyre and P. Foot, stimulated education 
scholars to investigate the impact of friendship and other virtues of the teacher 
on the moral growth of their students (Kristjánsson 2020). Scholars have already 
asked themselves whether Aristotle’s philosophy could have an impact on our 
didactic practices. Carr and Kemmis (1986), for instance, argued that Aristotle’s 
reflections on theoretical, productive and practical sciences could help 
overcoming the dominant image of teaching as a profession with mere practical 
goals, thereby suggesting that an Aristotelian account of theory and practice 
supports the idea of a "teacher as a researcher”. Other aspects of Aristotle’s 
thought on education have been less investigated, and little attention has been 
paid to what could be regarded as an ‘Aristotelian’ teaching method. While from 
Dewey on has been stressed the horizontal teacher-student relationship in order 
to prevent the traditional focus on the content in favor of child-centered 
education, Aristotelian influence on pedagogical process could help rethinking 
the relation between educational content and centrality of guidance regulated by 
teachers, not only in the field of character education but also in the case of 
others sectors, e.g. discovery learning, Edelson et al. (1999), community of 
inquiry, Garrison, Anderson and Archer (2000), lecture design theory. 
In this conference, we would like to explore the possibility of identifying and 
outlining such a method, thus fostering the dialogue between philosophers and 
educators. After the seminal studies gathered in Owen (1968), few studies have 
been devoted to Aristotle’s dialectic for decades, but in the past few years 
scholars have been increasingly arguing that Aristotle’s research method is 
fundamentally dialectical. 
This claim helps us solve an old conundrum: if the sciences have a syllogistic 
structure, as Aristotle argues in his Posterior Analytics, shouldn’t his 



scientific treatises also display such a structure? Barnes (1969) argued that the 
syllogistic structure outlined in the Posterior Analytics should be preferred for 
didactic purposes, while Aristotle’s treatises present the results of his 
philosophical research, that were in turn carried out in a dialectical way, as 
argued, among others, by Irwin (1988). Recent studies (Marion et alii 2018) have 
argued that syllogistic itself is grounded on dialectic, i.e., on structured 
dialogue between a questioner and an answerer according to certain principles 
chiefly expounded in Topics VIII (cf. e.g. Dutilh-Novaes 2020, Marion 2021). 
According to many didactics scholars, teaching requires special techniques to 
select, reduce and transpose the knowledge produced outside school (Chevallard 
1985; see Bosch & Gascón 2005 for the transformation of knowledge from its 
production to its teaching). 
In this conference, we would like to explore the idea that a regimented dialogue 
could serve the purpose of being an “Aristotelian teaching method”, and that a 
theory of education and learning in Aristotle implies theoretical awareness of 
different epistemic regimes affecting the way of sharing knowledge between experts 
and novices. We invite papers that address questions that include (and are not 
limited to) the following: 
 
Is there an Aristotelian theory about the most effective teaching method? 
Is there an Aristotelian theory about the necessity to propose contents to students 
in a specific way, epistemically different from the way a scientist shares them 
with their peers? 
Can dialectic serve the purpose to teach moral values as well as disciplinary and 
intellectual content? 
Is dialectic a viable means to transfer any kind of knowledge in today’s school 
setting? 
How were these issues tackled in Aristotle, in the Aristotelian tradition broadly 
construed and in contemporary pedagogical research? 
Is there a learning theory in Aristotle that affects the later development of 
didactics at some relevant extent? 
 
We welcome papers from philosophers, historians of education, experts in 
didactics, and education scholars and we aim at a stimulating dialogue between 
these disciplines in this conference. 
 
The conference will take place at Urbino University, Italy, on June 30 - July 1, 
2022 
 
 



Keynote speakers: 
 
Maria Silvia Vaccarezza 
Professore associato 
Dipartimento di antichità, filosofia e storia – DAFIST 
Università degli Studi di Genova 
 
Confirmed speakers: 
 
Joseph Bjelde (Humboldt Universität zu Berlin) 
Wouter Sanderse (University for Humanistic Studies, Utrecht) 
Daniel De Haan (University of Oxford) 
 
 
It will be possible to participate to the conference both remotely and on campus. 
 
Anonymous abstracts (400-600 words) should be emailed to both Luca Gili (UQAM, 
gili.luca@uqam.ca) and Andrea Lupi (Università di Urbino, andrea.lupi@uniurb.it) 
by April 15, 2022. Decisions will be made by April 25. 
 
Selected papers presented at the conference will be considered for publication. 
 
Papers will be delivered in English (Italian and French could be exceptionally 

accepted by the conference committee) 
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